April 17, 2007 

Lewis P. Raden, Assistant Director 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
650 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Washington DC 20226 

Dear Mr. Raden, 

I am in receipt of your letter, dated April 12, 2007, and I felt compelled to respond to your letter to highlight what I believe to be an inaccurate statement. You note that the Akins Group requested a classification from the Firearms Technology Branch regarding a device it marketed as the Akins Accelerator and claim that the Firearms Technology Branch classified the Akins Accelerator as a machinegun. 

I believe, sir, that Firearms Technology Branch reclassified the Akins Accelerator as a machinegun after first providing two separate classifications that the Akins Accelerator was not a machinegun. 

Further, your letter of April 12 claims that an automatic firing cycle is initiated when applying a finger against a trigger. I believe this to be an inaccurate interpretation of Title 26 USC, Section 5845, which states the following: 

The term “machinegun” means any weapon which shoots, is designed to shoot, or can be readily restored to shoot, automatically more than one shot, without manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger. The term shall also include the frame or receiver of any such weapon, any part designed and intended solely and exclusively, or combination of parts designed and intended, for use in converting a weapon into a machinegun, and any combination of parts from which a machinegun can be assembled if such parts are in the possession or under the control of a person. 

Nowhere in 26 U.S.C, Section 5845 do I see a description of a finger. When using the Akins Accelerator, the host firearm still requires a single function of the trigger for each shot discharged, in accordance with the law. 

Mr. Raden, I am including the original letter that I sent to Acting Director Sullivan back in February. I implore you, your staff, and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to consider the facts of this particular reclassification. The reclassification process in this situation is sure to provide a great deal of financial hardship to the parties involved in bringing the Akins Accelerator to market. 

This is not the way America is supposed to work. 

Respectfully, 

SIGN HERE
