Michael J. Sullivan, Acting Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives

650 Massachusetts Avenue NW

Washington DC 20226

Dear Mr. Sullivan, 

I write to express my strong opposition to the reclassification of the Akins Accelerator™ and subsequent ATF Ruling 2006-2. The Akins Accelerator™ was determined to be neither a machine gun, nor a conversion device by the Firearms Technical Branch of the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms in phone calls and correspondence in 2003 and 2004. Tech Branch clearly determined that the theory and principle of operation of the Akins Accelerator™ was not subject to the Gun Control Act (GCA) or National Firearms Act (NFA). The decision was reversed nearly three years after the last letter approving the principle of operation, when Akins Group Inc. had sold hundreds of units.  The reclassification letter overruled the prior letters and determined the Accelerator™ to be a conversion device though there have been no changes to the theory of operation.
The effect of the reclassification and subsequent ATF ruling has been to: 1. Deprive hundreds of owners from the use and enjoyment of their personal property; 2. Deprive Akins Group Inc. of the ability to continue to sell what had been twice previously declared a lawful and unregulated firearms accessory; 3. Do grievous harm to the classification process and cause widespread distrust of the value of relying on written findings from ATF before going to market, or to use such letters to protect oneself from potential criminal liability.

Copies of the documentation provided to and received from ATF and Akins Group Inc. can be found at: http://www.firefaster.com/documentation.html .  The language of the law is clear. Tech’s recent reinterpretation of the law wherein they equate “a single function of the trigger” with a “single function of the trigger finger” strains credulity. 

The Akins Accelerator™ is not a firearm but a firearm accessory that went into production using the Ruger 10/22 as a platform. It is a controlled bumpfire device which allows the user to fire rapidly, but still requires a single function of the trigger for each shot. The Akins Accelerator™ fits perfectly within the group of approved accelerated rate of fire devices which are neither conversion devices nor machine guns. Myriad other products have been on the market for over 30 years.
I respectfully request that you either reverse the reclassification and overturn the Ruling relative to the Akins Accelerator™, enact a grandfathering scheme or provide fair monetary compensation to all harmed by reliance on Tech’s previous classifications. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely,

